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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence 


| 
! 
! 
i ( 
isko eZ 
VIA: Deputy Director of Central Intelligence = ™ Fad (ce 


FROM: 
STAT Le ee eee the DCI For Compartmentation 
SUBJECT: Media Comment on APEX 


1. This memorandum discusses several press items related to APEX 
and contains a recommendation that you and the CIA Office of Public 
Affairs continue the policy of not commenting to the public or the media 
about APEX, 


STAT 


3. The Times' story is respectable, although it goes further than 
I consider proper on the part of U.S. officials. It leaves little to 
add. 


4. I recommend strongly that you reinforce the "no comment" policy 
we have followed heretofore. Providing more information to the media 
will not cut off the political opposition to the President, and may well 
place us in the position of answering questions of the "When are you 
going to stop beating your wife?" variety. 


5. I£ you approve, I would like to announce to the APEX Steering 
Group at tomorrow afternoon's meeting that we will continue a "no 
comment"' policy with respect to all—aspect : 


Attachments 
Newspaper clippings 


IS G BeOS 
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SUBJECT: Media Comment on APEX 


Distribution: 

Orig - Addressee 
- DDCI . | 
- ER | 
- DCI APEX Security Officer 
- D/OPA 
~ SA/DCI/C Subject File 
SA/DCI/C Chrono File 
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“ft But the new systemwould replace cur- 


sf Y¥S. ay Po ne: sy a ie a Sus - f Sd . a oe circle a de ba set 
A. ae “vy bers of Congress. Less sensitive intelli- 
a7 Administration: git weniIng ys em 4]. gence information woud be mors widely 


Of Keeping National Secrets Secret| tsistit'"™ eee 


‘Capitol Hill, —~ 


dozen senior aides fi the Executive 
Branch and fewer thar 10 members of 
Congress would be privy to information 
designated ‘‘Royal.”” Congressional aides 
_ Said the recipients woull include the ma- 
jority and minority lea¢ers of the House 
and the Senate and the tanking Repubii- 
can and Democrat on 


“By RICHARD BURT 
Le SE ee fats * Spectal to The New York Times’... eae sa ee a 
WASHINGTON, Sept. 6 — The Carter | 1978 when an employee of the Central In- 
Administration is. ingtitating a new. se-} telligence Agency gave Soviet agents 
curity designation, higher than ‘‘top se-| tails of an American surveillance satel- j 
cret,’’ in an effort to stop the disclosure of Ite, The employee, Peter Kampiles, was |; 
national secrets, Government aides said | caught and later found guilty of passing i 
today, De a . a" secretsto Moscow. ' oe = 
The officials said that under a’ whole- 
sale revision of the Administration’s clas- 
sification pystém initlated by President | 
Carter-eatly this year, the lew designa- 
tion, known as '*Royal,” would be applied 
to information stemming from the most 
‘sensitive intelligence sources‘and meth- 
ods, restricting distribution of that infor- 
mation to a small number of senior offi-| could not distinguish between normal and 
clals and members of Congress. eed really sensitive information. os 
The step could represent a significant!  - eae me vital data, such as}! 
departure in the Government's handling Nee eae i country's capabilities}: 
of intelligence information, particularly! that conc aes 
with regard to its sharing of that data’ for monitoring Soviet missile tests, eae : 
‘| with Congress. It Is also said to reflect! routinely circulated to large numbers of|: 
i i le, which is said to have fostered es-. 
| growing official concern over foreign es-| people, ; tiger 
ionage anddisclosurestothepress, _. | pionage and press disclosures. Officials 
i : hs » * ~ | said that under the new system, the most Carter case, but that noné of the docu- 
pases uleabeovs Farce tien -_. 5" sensitive data would be held more close-| "ments seen by the Presidert or his aides 
-While confirming the existence of a ly. “For example, if we had a spy in the has been pag a In fact, 
new security. system, a White House! soviet Politburo, all of his reports would ee ont hose designation, 
ahaa papel = an ues be classified ‘Royal,’"’ an intelligence which that designation is tebe part hae 
eous fabrication" published suggestions} 5 i4e said. a ae ; tbe p 
that ithad been mira ate eats pea - Officdals sald that at the suggestion of Pobyet = ee iD 
mation that could politcally embarrass! wr Turner and Mr: Brzezins i, Presl-| : 
the White House, ? 78) vy “ M dent Carter asked the! intelligence com- 
Intelligence officials said that the new -“munity last January. to produce a new 
classification was to go into effect soon ‘ 


m for designating and handling in, 
and that no intelligence information had > iligcnee cane 8. . 
yet been designated “Royal.” jy, i. |’ 

One intelligence aide said the new-sys- 
tem.was the product “of a couple of years 
of thought about how to handle the grow: 
ing number of security breaches of sensi- 


' Adm. Stansfield Turner, the Director of 
Central Intelligence, and Zbigniew. Brze- 
zinski, Mr,.Carter’s natlonaj security.ad.|| 
viser; axe said to.have iniliated.the new: 
security system.-Aldes sald that both offi- 
cials believed that the Government Was 
-bécoming so‘overwhelmed with intelli- 
gence information that intelligence aides 


_an ‘agent of influence.” 


?, the White House had not sem all of the in. 
ltelligence data pertaining to the Billy 


Satyr es 


;ington has long been at isste. In recent 


The, Government: already. classifies | 
some information above “top secret. “formation. ey = 
,. Because of the complexity of the current|’’" Some members of Congres, informed 


“Royal” desimation, ex- 
-. know exactly how many people now have! pressed concern ‘that the Administra- 


tive information,” including a case in! .;,6cess to the most sersitive information, |'tlon’s new system would resttict the flow 
scpiaameitesrses mes caee . : PEER RG SERRE ESR ee 


-ofinformationtoCapitol Hill: 
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According to officias, only about two 


“Nothing I have seen sugeests that it 


a telephone interview, “But I am con- 
cerned about our ability to get access to 
information we need.” ee so : 

Representative Les Aspin, Democrat 
of Wisconsin, a member of th House In- 
telligence Committee, expressed concern 
.that the new designation could be used 


to prevent Congress from asking ques- - 


‘tions about intelligence collection activi- 
tles.” He noted that the intelligence com- 


mittees, under law, hed to be informed - 


| about covert operations, but that the Ad- 
} ministration could withhold information 


: on Central Intelligence Agency activities 


: to collect information. | 


-. At the White House, a spokesman ex. _ 


pressed annoyance over the disclosure of 
. the new designation, saying that it repre- 
; sented the * 
. relying on intelligence,” - 

, 1 ca y i ECT 


,. will be used for political purpeses,’’ Sena-! 
| tor John Glenn, Democrat of Ghio, said in. 


t 


Systematic pumping out of - 
| distorted information that is depicted as 


a] 


? 


is’ The White House spokesnan said that! 
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OFFICE OF CURRENT Lone 
NEWS SERVICE 


Date. 8 Sep 1980 


Item Na. 
Ref. No. 


DISTRIBUTION Ii CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR, 8 September 1980, page 28. 


Some tem oe, 


arene ar meen ne 


Protecting’ US secrets and the First Amendment _ 


Word that the. ‘Carter administration. has. ‘set torth the role of Congress i in overseeing 


Tom Jefferson would. have: thought. Behind — called “covert” projects. ~ 


crats handling classified information have be~.. -one seems. to< be’ taking. the:~‘intelligence 


- Despite amusement at > the~ singularly = ‘ties and the- individuar: agents involved in 
nonegalitarian ring of the new security term them, separate but similar House and Senate 


and concern over the persistent. tendency to-- bills would provide criminal penalties against -. 
ward more government: ‘secreey;, we neither ~ anyone: who ~~-in the words of the Senate ver- 
wish to ridicule legitimate national. security. sion —.“‘disposes; with the intent to impair or. 
Zens freely to thwart the will of the majori' 
ments. in the intelligence: field: the halting _. the United States, to any individual not autho-. we 


policy nor ignore other; more serious develop—..: impede the foreign intelligence activities. of 


steps toward writing anew charter for United. - - rized to receive classified information, any im 


States.intelligence:agencies and a related at-..; formation that identifies‘a covert agent...” = 
tempt, which could impinge on First Amend-. - ---Three- important congressional commit- ‘ 


ment rights, to protect covert operations. - as ~- tees have-approved this: unprecedented Iegis- 
’ ~ Congress continues: to: strnggie to produce - 4. lation. Itis said to be aimed specifically at the 
the-“intelligence charter?’ almost.universally “editor of a publication; the Covert Action. In- 


demanded in the wake of Central Inteftigence ~ formatior Bulletin, which has over the past . 
Agency and: Federal Bureau: of.-Investigation . few years published the names of persons it: 
excesses of the 1960s and-early: 70s. ‘So far ~ alleged to be covert CIA agents. Five years. - 


‘only stopgap: measures: have been: enacted :-::" ago one of those named was murdered in Ath- 
the 1974 Hughes-Ryan:.amendments. to: the... ens. A few weeks ago in Jamaica, the house of 
1947 National Security Act and.a.soon-to-be-~ another so. named was fired upon. Many 
enacted. Intelligence: Oversight Act: of 1980. -- Americans, not just the government officials 


The. new law has. been passed by: the Senate. :: responsible«.for: intelligence- activities, are .. 
and. will soom-reach.the House floor. Propo-; --very disturbed about these incidents and con. - 
nents of the act term.it only: a‘foundation” - cerned. about.irresponsible or inimical publi-’ 

_ for a broader and- much-needed intelligence . cation af the names of supposed agents. But .. 


chaster. But they point out that it does clearly ”".even the government officials most tlosely in- 


: eR oived were at first oppased to the sanctions. 
[einen with a suise= sooret tebeitidenes Clas “all intelligence. activities’? of the CIA;- the. - 
sification and dubbed it “Royal”. makes us. FBI, Defense Intelligence Agency, and Na- -. 
wonder. what the- likes. of: Sarm-Adams-and -~. tional: Security: Agency: not: i the- cage 


pas nett! : 
> After the Carter administration ‘indicated 
‘it did not favor the legislation and a US. Jus: 


a - <+ tice Department official told the Senate Intel- 
this regal-sounding. new category of hush-- . But there isa second ineasure making its ; 
hushability seems to-be the idea that bureau-| « way through both. House and Senate, and this ... 


ligence Committee such a provision would be 
uncoastitutional,. it..was dropped from the. 


.. original bill. Now it has resurfaced. with the . 
come so comfortable with the once-ominous.. game” in the opposite direction from that in-~-.. 
“Top Secret”’ that they handle. documents so. tended when the revision process began. In an. 
Btamiped almost like ordinary memos... | * _ attempt. to protect CIA and FBI covert activi- _. 


backing: of CIA: Director Stansfield Turner 


| and, apparently, the President. On Sept: 5, 


-Frank Carlucci, deputy: director of. the CIA, : 

_ told the Senate Judiciary. Committee that the -! 
‘bill would not violate First Amendment rights | 
and that “nothing ceuld be more subversive | 
of our constitutional system of government 

. than to permit.a disgruntled minoroty of. citi- 


- Who disapproves? Sen. Patrick Moyniban: 
of ‘New York, for one; he originally favored ~ 

. such legislation but later decided it was ‘“‘ex- 
traordinarily careless of the rights of journal- 
ists.””. And: seven top journalistic groups, in- 
cluding the American Newspaper Publishers. 
Association. and the American Society of 
Newspaper Editors, have sent. letters to 
- House members opposing the proposal. — 

- The difficulty of reconciling intelligence 
-activities with the ideals of a free society is 
clear. Enacting a law that might subvert the 
. basic rights of free speech and press in order: 
to stop.the questionable activities of a few in- 
dividuals certainly is unjustified. The govern- 
ment should first stop its own leaks, and the 
new legislation does provide stiff penalties for 
present: or former caleba employees 

..who breach security. . 
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Carter 


Veighs Change 


in Secrecy Categories 


New ‘Royal’ Class — 
Being Considered 


ByJeremiah O'Leary | 
Washington Star Staff Writer = 


The Carter administration for 
more than a year has been trying to 
devise a more manageable system of 
security classifications to protect 
information that is sensitive, be- 
cause of its source, a White House 

- official acknowledged yesterday. 
- The system, which would include 
a higher classification than “Top Se 
_cret” if it is approved and put into 
. effect, is-being devised by what the 
source called “the usual intelli- 
gence agencies.” a ; 
Presumably the architects of the 
new security system, include the 
CIA and the National Security Ag- 
CACY Savas. a ee 
The new system includes a. super- 
secret category called “Royal” but 
the official emphasized that the 
president.so far has approved only 
parts of the plan. The system of 
which “Royal” is a part has not been 
implemented, he said, adding that 
“Royal” is. only part of a much 
broader system for safeguarding 
information from especially sensi- 
tivesources, © 2.0 

- The administration ordered the 
intelligence agencies to work on 
the new system because there is 
considerable awkwardness and 
some. misuse of.the only existing 
categories for labeling security 
information. These categories are 
“Top Secret,” “Secret” and “Confi- 
dential.” The Atomic Energy Com- 
mission, NSA and other agencies 


have separate systems of classifica- 


tions. \ we 
The official noted that there is a 
great deal of difference between.a 
security classification and a se- 
curity clearance, since the latter 
designates only individual access to 
intelligence material. : 


Approved For Release 2004/07/28 : CIA-RDP85T00788R0001001 20033-5 


"If and when the new system is 
signed on by the president, its pur- 
pose will be the handling of classi- 
fied materials,” the source said. 
“Obviously, a vast amount of intelli- 
gence comes to us by technical 
means and must be protected.” 

The official heatedly denied a re- 

port by the. Oklahoma City Daily 
Oklahoman that the “Royal” system 
was devised to protect the president 
from possible embarrassment and 
to safeguard politically sensitive 
information. He flatly denied that 
the designation was used on one 
cable in which Billy Carter al- 
legedly was called “our agent of 
influence” by Libyan officiais. 
_ “The system has not been put into 
effect, so it could not have been 
used on material_relating to Billy 
Carter or other matters regarding 
the Soviet Union as the newspaper 
report says,” the official declared. 

The story said cnly four senators, 
four members of the House and 
staff directors of the Senate and 
House Intelligence Committees | 
have access to “Royal” information. 
The senators named in the article | 
were Birch Bayh, D-Ind; Barry Goid- 
water, R-Ariz; Howard Baker, R- 
Tenn., and Robert C. Byrd, D-W.Va. 


"Its purpose is not to conceal po- 
litically embarrassing informa- 
tion,” said the White House aide. “If 
information classified that way 
went to Goldwater, obviously it isn’t 
designed to protect us from pelitical 
inquiry.” ~:~ ts eee 

The official said the story is er 
roneous and was planted by the 
same people who gave Jack Ander- 
son the controversial material that 
President Carter plans to invade 
Iran in October for political reasons 
and to help him gain national sup- 
port for re-election. 


Asked who these sources were, 
the official blamed unnamed minor- 
ity members of Senate and House 
committees. ee 
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